Objective: Students will be able to identify what a biography is, as well as essential elements of a biography, and then create a biographical poster on a World War II leader.
Standards
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship

RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures,

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or

between a series of historical
events, scientific ideas or concepts,
or steps in technical procedures in a
text, using language that pertains
to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on
specific information in the text.

interactions between two or more
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts
in a historical, scientific, or technical
text based on specific information in
the text.

RI.3.5 Use text features and

ture (e.g., chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

RI.4.5 Describe the overall struc-

RI.4.7 Interpret information pre-

RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the
overall structure (e.g., chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution) of events, ideas, concepts,
or information in two or more texts.

RI.3.7 Use information gained from sented visually, orally, or quantita-

RI.5.7 Draw on information from

illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the
text (e.g., where, when, why, and
how key events occur).

multiple print or digital sources,
demonstrating the ability to locate
an answer to a question quickly or to
solve a problem efficiently.

RI.3.8 Describe the logical connec-

tively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages)
and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the
text in which it appears.

W.5.2 Write informative/

explanatory texts to examine a topic
W.4.2 Write informative/
tion between particular sentences
and convey ideas and information
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., com- explanatory texts to examine a topic clearly.
parison, cause/effect, first/second/
and convey ideas and information
W.5.5 With guidance and support
third in a sequence).
clearly.
from peers and adults, develop and
W.3.2 Write informative/
W.4.5 With guidance and support
strengthen writing as needed by
explanatory texts to examine a topic from peers and adults, develop and
planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
and convey ideas and information
strengthen writing as needed by
or trying a new approach.
clearly.
planning, revising, and editing.
W.5.6 With some guidance and supW.3.5 With guidance and support
W.4.6 With some guidance and sup- port from adults, use technology,
from peers and adults, develop and
port from adults, use technology,
including the Internet, to produce
strengthen writing as needed by
including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing as well as to inplanning, revising, and editing.
and publish writing as well as to in- teract and collaborate with others
W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a
topic.

teract and collaborate with others

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a
topic.

W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a
topic.

Understandings:

Essential Questions

Students will understand that….

Students will be able to answer...

•

Biographies are books about an individual writ- •
ten by another person

What is a biography and how is it different
from an autobiography?

•

Biographies usually are told in sequential order

•

•

Biographies often cover a person’s early life,
education, career, and personal life.

What literary device does the author use in
writing a biography? (sequence of events)

•

What areas of a person’s life are covered in a
biography?

•

What are primary and secondary sources?

•

What kind of informational elements are found
in biographies?

•

•

Biographies require extensive research using
multiple sources including books, internet websites, magazines, photographs, documentaries,
journals, letters, and other sources.
Biographies, and other nonfiction texts, use informational elements such as sidebars, info boxes, timelines, maps, etc.

